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2 GO k. Iv..5; 


For we preach not ourſelves, but 
Chriſt Feſus the Lord; and our 
lues your ſervants for Teſus 
ſake. | | 


HE N the great redeemer of 
a3) ſouls was aſcended far above 
all heavens, that he might ful- 
fil all things, he gave ſome, 
apoſtles ; and ſome, prophets ; 
| and ſome, paſtors and teachers; 
for the perfecting of the ſaints, for the work of 
the miniſtry, for the edifying of the body of 
Chrift*: but ever ſince there has been a 
church of Chriſt upon earth, it has been 
the great artifice of the enemy of all good- 
neſs to oppoſe the execution and uſefulneſs 
of their office, by repreſenting thoſe who 
have been in it under falſe and diſagreeable 
characters. The apoſtles themſelves en- 


2 Eph, iv. 10, 11, 12. 


— 


counter d 
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counter'd reproaches, ſlander and abuſe, 
where- ever they came. 

Sr. Paul, labouring more abundantly than 
they all in this righteous and noble cauſe, 
ſeems to have been diſtinguiſhed as an ob- 
ject of peculiar hatred and reſentment by the 
ignorant, the envious, and the bigotted. The 
charge drawn againſt him, and his compani- 
ons in labour and travel, runs very high. Theſe 
men, being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our 
city, and teach cuſtoms which are not lawful for 
us to receive and obſerve ®. They have turned 
the world upfide down ©. He teacheth all men 
every where againſt the people, and the lau, 
and the temple . We have found him a 
peſtilent fellow, a mover of ſedition among all 
175 Jews throughout the world, and a ring- 
leader of the ſect of the Nazarenes *, As 
black as this accuſation was, we ſhall not 
be ſurprized at it, if we remember who they 
were who fram'd it. — Declar'd enemies not 
only to the man but to his buſmeſs,; who 
had little regard to the truth and equity 
of what they alledg'd, provided it would 
ſerve their wretched turn — A ſettled and 
ſworn enmity uſually giving a boundleſs 
latitude to its invectives; which the im- 
partial know how to interpret. 
Bor when a pretended friend gives a 
wound toa man's ts it commonly 


goes 


Acts xvi. 20, 21. e Chap, xvii, 6, 4 Chap. 
„Chap. xxiv. 5. 


as a preacher, confider d. 3 
goes deeper, and is more miſchievous, than 
the aſſault of an enemy: and the great 
apoſele of the Gentiles met even with this 
trial, After a church had been form'd at 
Corinth by his miniſtry, there was a faction 
ſtirr'd up againſt him; probably by the in- 
ſinuations of ſome who profeſs'd a value for 
chriſtianity, but did not care to adventure 
into. all the lengths of it as he had done; by 
whom it was ſuggeſted, © That he was an 
<« artful man, who could eaſily impoſe on 
e the unweary, and who, with all his pre- 
© tended zeal for the goſpel, often conſult- - 
© ed his own advantage alone; and was ex- 
t ceeding fond of preheminence, of being 
<« careſs'd and courted as the prime miniſter 
« in Chriſt's kingdom.” 

IT became him to have a quick ſenſe of 
every thing which was urged in his preju- 
dice ; becauſe the credit and ſucceſs of his 
preaching, and other miniſterial labours, 
' would leſſen or inlarge, in proportion to his 
reputation. In vindicating himſelf, he, in 
ſome meaſure, aſſerted the ba of; the 
chriſtian religion, and provided for the ad- 
vancement of them. This was the reaſon 
of his ſaying ſo many things in his own, de- 
fence in his epiſtles to the Corinthians ; which 
his modeſty would have. gladly ſuppreſs d, 
if his ſilence in that inſtance might not have 
been interpreted, not only to his diſadvan- 
tage, but that of the cauſe he eſpouſed; as 
B 2 there 
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there is no room to doubt it would, If 
he was become a fool in glorying, he tells 
that church *, they had compelled him; for 
be ought to have been commended of them : 
far in nothing be was behind the very chief 
eft apoſtles ; tho he had ſtill a low opinion 
of Pünſclk 

AMo xd many other ROTOR offer'd in his 
own juſtification, which ſerve to place him 
in an honourable light, and to confute the 
calumny which had, with much dexterity 
and earneſtneſs, been employed againſt him ; 
the declaration made by him in my text, 
E be thought not the leaſt remarkable. 

treating of which I would obſerve 
this method. 


I. Explam the ſeveral terms made uſe of 
„ 


II. obo? that this was a true account 
of the conduct of St. Paul. 


III. Tax x notice that this is a proper 

rule of management to the znferiour 
miniſters of Chriſt in every age. And 
then, 


IV. ConcLupeE my diſcourſe with a 
few thoughts of improvement, ſuit- 
able to the important deſign of our 
being here at this time, 

2 Cor. xii. 11, J. 
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I. I am to intimate what I think the 


meaning of this ſerious profeſſion, we preach 
not our ſelves but Chriſt Feſus the Lord; 
and our ſelves your ſervants for Teſus ſate. 


Let us take a view of each part of it in 


the order in which we find them in the 
text. 


does not, preach himſelf ? It muſt be acknow- 
ledged, that a/ manner of regard to his own 


happineſs in preaching is not a proof of the 


imperfection which the apoſtle here denies 


8 he was chargeable with. He not only 


but muſt, be concern'd for his own 


bis gef happineſs in the future ſtate; and 
ſhould adjuſt his publick miniſtrations partly 
with a reference to it, together with other 


things: feeding the flock of Gop with a rea- 
dy mind, that he may ſave himſelf as well as 


thoſe who hear him; ; and receive a crown 0 


glory that fadeth not away, when the chief 


ſhepherd ſhall appears. 


NoR is it an evidence that he is under 
the fault of preaching himſelf, if ſometimes, 


amidſt an ill-natur'd and ungrateful gene- 


ration, on occaſion, he magnifies his office, 
and aſſerts the reſpect due to him from 
thoſe to whom he has ſomm ſpiritual things. 


The elders that rule well ſhould be counted 
worthy * double honour, eſpecially they ubs 


labour 
81 pet. v. 2— 4. 


1. Ir it be aſk'd, * a perſon then, or. 
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6 The Character of St. Paul 

labour in the word and doctrine b: tho they 
are too often lighted, vilified and evil in- 
treated. In ſuch caſes, it is very conſiſtent 
with the laws of the oof] pel, for the preach- 
er to make his complaint, and to put men 
in mind how they ought to behave to- 
wards him; while he had much rather 
this ſhould be ſuggeſted to them by their 

own reflections than by bim. I may add, 
fuch a ſtep is ſometimes neceſſary to ſerve 
the cauſe of religion in general; which has 
ſome dependance on the figure the preachers 
of it make in the world, in mens ſenti- 
ments of them. Self-de fence againſt falſe 
accuſers and injurious treatment from the 
weak, the prejudic'd, the ſordid, and un- 
charitable, muſt, in the general, be admit- 
ted as reaſonable ; ; tho' prudence may in- 
ſtruct the miniſter of Chriſt /e/dom, and 
worth reluctance, to introduce it into his pub- 
lick addreſſes to the people. 

Nox may every particular ſentiment ari- 
ſing in his mind, which he eſteems con- 
ſiſtent with revelation, be conſtrued as an 
evidence he preaches himſelf, when he of- 
fers it to his hearers for their edification. 
But, 

I apprehend a man may moſt properly be 
faid to incur this charge, when his great aim 
in preaching is to aggrandize and diſtinguiſh 
W to captivate the eſteem of the _— 

titude ; 


| ah 7 Bf Wh 0s 
Hp 
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titude; to engage the favour of the great; 
to live in eaſe, and ſplendor, and affluence; 
I fay, when this is his great aim For 
it may, poſſibly, happen that ſome who are 
a credit to their profeſſion, and are far from 
propoſing ſuch things as heir end, may ob- 
tain many of theſe advantages. They are, 
ſometimes, the reward of true wiſdom in 


this life. So that they are very cenſorious 


who determine againſt a man, that he is not 


a true miniſter. of chriſtianity, from 0 ob- 


ther circumſtance but this agreeable one of 
his eſcaping many of the inconveniencies 
which await his brethren, and his having 
many of the bleflings of this lower world 
which they want. But when the ain ſcope 
of his intentions 1s to obtain an earthly trea- 
ſure, to arrive at great renown among men, 
to have all about him for his friends and ſer- 
vants; he is fallen into the error which the 
apoſtle was ſollicitous to avoid. For by 
himſelf we are to underſtand the man al- 
lied to this world, having animal inclinations 
and affections which he is principally con- 
cern'd to cheriſh; and deſirous to ſhine 
in. the luxury, pride and pageantry of the 
preſent ſtate: this is the perſonage our Sa- 
viour ſpake of, in that declaration; F any 
man will come after me, let. him deny himſelf. 
IF it be further enquired, when may it 


be known that a man is guilty of the crime 
| under 


Mark viii. 34. 


4 vi 
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under conſideration ? . The anſwer may be, 
Chriſt has given us a criterion in hinting to 
us, that by their fruits we may know men 
what they are; by the ſcheme of their be- 
haviour k. | 5 | 
' ACCcoRDINGLY, in the preſent inſtance, 
if a miniſter has an immoderate value for 
himſelf, is guided by fihiſter and ſecular 
views in preaching, he will be apt 70 ar- 
rogate an authority over the people, which 
does not belong to him, by virtue of any 
commiſſion and conveyance from heaven, or 
in the nature and reaſon of things. He will 
take on him to dictate and define, in mat- 
ters of faith and religion, in an arbitrary and 
ſovereign manner, and expect his definiti- 
ons and account of thoſe things ſhould be 
received by them implicitiy, purely on his 
affirmation, and when he offers no proof, or 
that which is very defective : as if he not 
only knew more than they all, but had a 
kind of infallibility likewiſe appropriated 
to him. | on 
MoRExoveR, when it is his higheſt de- 
ſign to pleaſe himſelf, and promote his tem- 
poral advantage, he will accommodate his 
publick inſtructions to the particular hu- 
mours and follies of mankind, ſo as to 
gain ſomething by them all. Saint Paul, 
indeed, ſays of himſelf, ro the Jews J be- 
came as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; 
| h to 
* Matt, vii. 16. 
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to them that are under the law, as under the 
law-; to them that are without law „as with 
cut law; to the weak became I as weak, that 
T might gain the weak: I am made all things 
to all men; but then it was, that he might 
by all means fave ſome. He did it for the 
goſpel-ſake, that . he might be a partaker 
thereof with them l. Abd there was no- 
thing of inſincerity, or corruption, in that 
conduct of his; he only attemper'd it to 
the various 725 tions of thoſe with whom 
he had to do, as far as he could; keeping 
a conſiſtence with himſelf and with the 
truth, which lay near his heart. But the 
ſelfiſh preacher, who ought to be ſtigmatiz'd, 
adventures much further than this. . He 
will not ſcruple 7 handle the word of Gop 
deceitfully ; to keep back ſome parts of his 
counſel, which might be profitable for men, 
not only for a time when they cannot bear 
them, but always if he thinks they may be 
offenſive to any; tho' he believes them to be 
important: he will be prone to diſſemble, by 
denying thoſe principles of religion which, 
in his time and place of abode, it may be. 
dangerous or impolitick to hold: his diſ- 
courſe will be often a ſkilful addreſs to the. 
affeftions of men, and calculated to engage 
them to himſelf : he will. ſeldom be ſo free 
as. to reprove reigning and faſhionable er- 
rors and vices; or he will do it in the moſt 
1 1 Cor. ix. 20,23, : 
C timorous 
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timorous and tender manner, leſt he ſhould 
provoke the diſpleaſure of thoſe whom he 
ſecretly condemns, and, in conſequence 
thereof, leſt he ſhould put his own wel- 
fare in hazard. If he undertakes to cen- 
ſure faults, thoſe of the meaner people, or 
theirs who are not able to profit or injure 
him, ſhall be the ſubject of his reſentment 
and rebuke : theirs on whom he has a de- 
pendance, who have a power to oblige or 
incommode him, ſhall be overlook'd; or 
ſhall be touch'd with the greateſt caution 
and tenderneſs, when they ought to be 
animadverted on with ſharpneſs. Tis even 
probable, if ſelfiſh views are predominant in 
him, he will daub with untemper'd mortar ; 
flatter the men, and the actions, on which 
*tis his duty to frown ; make it his buſineſs 
to extenuate and excuſe common iniguities, 
or thoſe of the great and mighty; and ſooth 
them under the uneaſineſs which they ſome- 
times excite, by aſſuring them, in the name 
of Gop, they will not coſt them dear tho” 
they perſiſt in them; or that the ill con- 
ſequences of them may be prevented, by 
their ſoundneſs in and zeal for the faith, or 
by a late and general repentance, And, 
_ Upon the fame footing he will be fond 
of uſing the ſanctified terms and phraſes, 
which are the Shibboleth of the party with 
whom he. is embark'd; in order to in- 
gratiate himſelf with the undiſcerning po- 
os þ pulace, 


as a preacher, confider d. II 


pulace, the men of a narrow way of think- 
ing : when he ſcarce underſtands them him- 
ſelf, or ſcarce endeavours to explain them 
to others; when he is perſuaded they are 
miſtaken, contradictory, and deceitful pic- 
tures of things. LE 
Tov will, by this time, gueſs what 1 
underſtand by a man's preaching himſelf ; 
and if we know what a thing is, we alſo 
know what is the negative to it. But this 
will further appear from 
2. TEE ſecond part of the account deli- 
ver'd in the text, viz. We preach Chriſt 
Feſus the Lord. There has been a variety 
of opinions entertained among chriſtians, 
concerning the true method of preaching 
Chriſt : 1 ſhall not amuſe us in taking notice 
of this variety; but would briefly propoſe 
what, I hope, we ſhall all eſteem the true 
notion of this matter. 
AN p this may, in ſome meaſure, be 
concluded from my attempt to explain the 
other part of the contraſt. If to preach our 
ſelves is, thereby, to conſult the ſafety and 
advantage of .the meaneit part of our ſelves, 
our own honour and profit as far as they can 
come from man only; to preach Chriſt is to 
purſue that method of teaching others, which 
may be moſt ſubſervient to the honour of 
Chriſt : and that ſinks, or is exalted, juſt 
as the ſcheme of religion of which he is 
the author gains ground, or loſes it, in 
2 mens 
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mens minds and in their life. Wherefore, 
to preach him is to publiſh, and undertake 

to propagate his religion. The penman of 
the text has dropt à hint elſewhere (chap. 
iii. 1 5.) which may give ſome light to this 
expreſſion. Speaking of the 37 indneſs of the 
Jews, when they perus'd the writings of the 
Old Teftament, he affirms, Even to this day, 
when Moſes is read, the wail is upon their 
heart. Moſes is read; that is, the divine 
law and revelation of which he was the a- 
manuenſis. So the Book of Feſus Chrift is 
the writing of the evangeliſt which contains 
the hiſtory of him, of his addreſſes to men, 
and what he did and ſuffer'd for them. 
And the preaching of Feſus Chriſt is the pub- 
lication of his doctrine in all its luſtre and 
its juſt extent. 

___ Txar1s exerciſe of preaching Chrift the Lord 
particularly ſignifies, 

1. To teach and prove, that be 5 is the great 
ſovereign of the church ; whole laws are of 
eternal obligation, and from whoſe deciſion, 
in matters of religion, there is no appeal. 
To preach Chrift, is to aſſert and ſtrenuouſly 
defend this principle, that he is the Son of 
Go m who muſt be heard and ſubmitted 
to in all he fays*. That he was born and 
came into the world that he might bear wit- 
neſs Zo the truth *. That to 7his end 24 

e 


= Acts ix, 20. * Matt, xvii. 5. John xvii, 37. 
os petite Wow: - a I FE; CLE e AS : 
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died, and roſe, and revived, that he might 

be the Lord of the dead and of the living b. 
After he had made himſelf of no reputation, 
and took on him the form of a ſervant, being 
found in faſhion as a man, and becoming obe- 
dient to the death of the croſs ; Gop hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a name a- 
bove every name — that every tongue ſhould 
confe ſs that Teſus Chriſt is Lord. That 
he is head over all things to the church * : all 
power and authority to inſtruct and fave, and 
to execute judgment, being veſted in him !: 
that he is our maſter and Lord over all: 
that in the execution of his office, he has 
convey'd to men a moſt perfect and plain 
ſyſtem of religion ; a rule of life by which we 
ought to walk, and a ſcheme of doctrine > 
ſign'd to inforce a compliance with it ; 
which no additions can be made by aninfoir 
ed men, and in which 20 alterations can be 


attempted, without invading his prerogative, 


and denying the compleatneſs of the laws 
he has aſſigned for the government of his 
church, the regulation of his votaries. It 
is, therefore, to inſiſt on the ſaſſiciency of the 


chriſtian revelation, well underſtood and 


heartily obey'd, to conduct men in the way 
to heaven; and to proteſt againſt all at- 
tempts of men, however wiſe, learned and 
pious they may be, of councils, convoca- 

tions, 


P Rom. xiv. 9. 4 Phil. ii. 7 —11, Eph. i. 22. 
c Matt. xxvii i. 18. John v. 27. | 
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tions, and ſynods, to make any changes in 
that ſtandard of ſacred truth, and of our 
duty which is contain'd in the New Tefta- 
ment ; to mingle any inventions of their own 
or of other men with what Chriſt has de- 
clared to us, and to zmpoſe them with au- 
thority upon us or others, under pretence 

of ſecuring order and purity, of encreafing 
the beauty of chriſtianity and the church ; 
— to impoſe them as terms of communion, 
and our having a ſhare in their charity : 
to proteſt againſt all ſuch attempts, I fay, 
as a bold encroachment on the dominion 
and power which belong to Chriſt. 

2. Tr1s phraſe further ſignifies, to make 
it the ſcope of our ſermons to deſcribe to 
men the ind of Cbriſt and to perſuade them 
to comply with it ; by a repreſentation of his 
humiliation to converſe and dwell with our 
race ; his unparalelled and charming exam- 
ple; his tremendous paſſion; his reſurrec- 
tion; his triumph in heaven, his interceſſi- 
on; and what he has diſcovered concerning 
the future ſtate of men: from all which 
topics, and others contained in the hiſtory 
of Jeſus, the moſt powerful motives ro 
chriſtian virtue may be drawn. 

AND this publication of the faith, and 
obedience ſuitable to it, ſhould be carefully 
adjuſted to the plan of both which we find in 
the ſacred writings. We muſt not propoſe 
as the mind of Chriſt what we have not 


found 


** be oa 


found to be fo; and muſt not ſcruple to 
publiſh every thing which appears to us to 
be his doctrine, according to the evidence 
in which it is diced to us after an im- 


partial and diligent examination, as we find 


our hearers in a-capacity to entertain it ; la- 


bouring faithfully to relieve them, by de- 


grees, from every opinion contrary thereto | 
which has been incautiouſly admitted by 


them: we muſt not corrupt and debaſe it 
to gratify their humour ; but by methods 
of mildneſs and reaſon ſeek to gain them 
over to it: it ſhould be our unwearied 
aim, to caſt down every high thing that exalt- 
eth it ſe If againſt the knowledge of Gop, and 
to bring into captivity every thought to the o- 
Bedience of Chrift*®. To reprove every one 
who walks diſorderly, and as an enemy to his 
Croſs, th wearing his livery. To expoſe 

vice under every form; when it is betray'd 
even by our friends and adherents, by thoſe 


whom, in other reſpects, we have in the 


greateſt admiration. And to beſeech and 
conſtrain every one to put on the Lord Feſus 


Chriſt, and to adorn the doctrine of our Sa- 


viour in all things. And this is to be done, 
in language and modes of addreſſes moſt 
becoming the ſimplicity and majeſty of the 
goſpel, the ſeriouſneſs and weight of our 
office, the things we treat of, and the re- 
ge we owe to the Lord who tought Us. 


* IN 


2 Cor. 3 . 
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. In the clauſe, our ſelves your ſervants 


for eſs ſake, every one will think there 


is an ellipſis; or that ſome word is to be 


ſupplied in order to perfect the ſenſe. The 


thought is, apparently, this — We profeſs 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


or diſcover our ſelves to be your fervants ; 

don't claim any aſcendant over you in 
matters of religion; don't affect to be con- 
fider'd or treated by you as your maſters, 
to whoſe deciſions you ought to ſubmit 
without heſitation or diſputing. On the 
contrary, we eſteem ourſelves nothing 
more than men appointed to aſſiſt you 
in theſe caſes; and readily ſhew that we 
do, in all the offices of inſtruction and 
admonition, of gentleneſs, condeſcenſion, 
and kindneſs which become us, and 
which may be of ſervice to you. And 
this we do for Jeſus ſake, by whom this 
miniſtry is committed to us; in execu- 
tion of the truſt which he has aſſign d 
us. Or, we thus profeſs and manifeſt 
our ſelves ſervants to you, that we may 
have the better opportunities in the more 
acceptable and advantageous way to fur- 
ther the truth and inlarge the kingdom 
of Chriſt among you. Having thus 


ſurvey'd the meaning of the terms, it may 
be expedient for us in the 


II. Second place, To 1 en as a 


true account of the conduct of St, Paul; 


or, 


as a preacher, confider d. 17 
or, that his behaviour and condition as an 


apoſtle and miniſter of Chriſt were a happy 


illuſtration of what he here ſays of him- 


ſelf. — His own profeſſion, the references to 


him which occur elſewhere, and his con- 
dition in life, aſſure us this was a true de- 
ſcription. 

1. His own profeſſion, not only in this 
text but innumerable others, puts this truth 


beyond all doubt; he being himſelf beſt 


acquainted with his own views and ſcheme 
of action ; ſhewing a ſtrict regard to the 
laws of veracity in all his aſſertions, and 


there being a multitude of enemies around 


him, who, in this inſtance, would have 
been forward to reproach him with fallacy, 
if there had been no principle of conſcience 
in him to prevent his being guilty of it. 
CHRIST ſent me, ſays he, to preach the 
goſpel, not with wiſdom of words : and, we 
preach Chriſt crucified, unto the Jews a ſun: 
bling-block, and to the Greeks fooliſhneſs n. 
Sd nof to know, or not to lids, 
any thing among you, with ſo much earneſt- 


neſs, ſave Feſus Chriſt, and him crucified*. 


In Chrif FJeſus I have begotten you, Corin- 
thians, through the gofpel?. We are not as 


many which corrupt the word of Gor ; but 
as of ſincerity, but as of Gop, fo ſpeak We | 


in Chriſt *., Ye are our epiſtle written in our 


© ILE- LAST. * Chap, i ii. 2. 5 Chap. iv. 15. 
D 0 hearts ; 


2 2, Cor, ii. 17. 
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hearts; declared manifeſtly to be the epiſtle of 
Chrift, miniſtered by uss. We muſt all ap- 
pear before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt ; —— 
knowing, therefore, the terrour of the Lord, 
awe perſuade mend. We are ambaſſadours for 
Chriſt, as though Gop did beſeech you by us: 
we pray you in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled 
to Gop. I Paul myſelf beſeech you by the 
meekneſs and gentleneſs of Chriſt ©, ——1 have 
eſpouſed you to one huſband, that I may preſent 
you as a chaſte virgin to Chriſt; and Tam 
jealous over you, leſt your minds ſhould be cor- 
rupted from the ſimplicity that is in Chriſt ©, 
In another epiſtle, he ſays, Do I now per- 
ſuade men, or Gop? or do IT ſeek to pleaſe 
men? for if I yet pleaſed men, I ſhould not 
be the ſervant of Chriſt, When it pleaſed 
Gop to reveal his ſon in me, that I might 
preach him among the heathen, immediately I 
applied myſelf to preach the faith which once 
J deftroyed*. He ſtrenuouſly declared the 
chriſtian doctrine of juſtiſication by faith; 
but likewiſe inſiſted, i while we ſeek to be 
juſtified by Chriſt we ourſebves are found ſin- 
ners, Chriſt is not therefore the miniſter of fin *. 
He exhorts men to fand faſt in the liberty 
wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, He ſays, 
in Chriſt Feſus the great thing is faith, which 
.oorketh by love s. And, Gop forbid that I 
| | ſhould 
a 2 Cor, iii. 2, 3. o Chap. v. 10, 1x, 20. 
bor. xi. 2, 3. Gul. i. 16, 
15, 23. f Chap. ii. 16, 17. s Chap. v. 1, 6. 


N 


ſhould glory, ſave in the croſs of Chriſt; by 
whom the world is crucified to me, and IT to 
the world. In another of his ſacred letters 


we find him adviſing chriſtians to ſpeak 


the truth in love, and grow up into him in all 
things, who is the head, even Chriſt *, In 
another we find him declaring hat to him to 
live was Chriſt * and to this effect he in- 
treats the new converts to do all things with- 
out murmurings and diſputings ; to be blame- 


leſs and harmleſs — holding forth the word of 


life, that he might rejoice in the day of Chriſt, 
that he had not run in vain and laboured in 
vain, In another place he made a ſolemn 
appeal to Gop as his witneſs, that he ſerved 


him with his ſpirit in the goſpel of his ſon. 


He affirm'd that he was a debtor, both to 
the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to 
the wiſe and to the unwiſe; was ready to 
preach in places of greateſt concourſe and 
politeneſs; for he was not aſhamed of the 
goſpel of Chriſt m. 


every where ſo warmed with the excellent 


knowledge of Chriſt Feſus the Lord, he even 


laboured for words to expreſs his ſentiments 
to others; and was never fo well pleaſed as 
when ſpeaking of it to the churches, and 


when recommending à converſation becoming 
the goſpel. Nothing can be more pertinent 
to my preſent purpoſe than his profeſſion ta 
F Eph. iv. ts, * FRLL EÞ, 
| Phil, ii. 14—16, * Rom. i. 9, 14, 15, 16. 


2 the 
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In ſhort, he ſeemed 
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the church at Theſſalonica . We were 
bold in our Gop to ſpeak to you the goſpel. Our 


exbortation was not of deceit, uncleanneſs or 
gutle : but as we were jr a of Gop to be 


put in truſt with the goſpel, even ſo we ſpeak _ 


— For neither at any time uſed we flattering 
word, as ye know, nor a cloke of covetouſ- 
neſs ; Gov 75 witneſs. Nor of men fought 
we glory, neither of you nor yet of others We 
were gentle among you, even as a nurſe cheriſb- 

eth her children ; ſo being alſectionately deſirous 
of you, we were willing to have imparted to 
you not the goſpel of Gor only, but alſo our 
own fouls. It was a very affecting ad- 
dreſs he made to the elders of the church af 
Epheſus o. --- Ye know from the firſs day 1 
came into Aſia, after what manner I have been 
with you at all ſeaſons ; ſerving the Lord 
with all humility of mind That T have 
ſhewed and taught you publickly and from houſe 
to houſe Faith towards our Lord Feſus 

Chriſt. I am ſolicitous to ſiniſb with joy the 
miniſtry which I have received of the Lord 
Feſus, to teſtify the goſpel of the grace 
of Gor. I am pure from the blood f all 
men. I have coveted no Man's ſilver, or gold, 

or apparel. And do ye take heed unto your- 
ſelves and to the flock over which the Holy Ghoſt 
hath made you overſeers, to feed the church of 


God which be hath — with his own 
blood. 


» 1 Theſ. ii. 2—8. o Acts xx. 18—33. 
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blood. . It is further remarkable, that though 
he was an apoſtle of Chriſt, and had the 
| ſpirit without meaſure enabling him to de- 
cide with certainty in matters of moment ; 
he profeſs'd he had mo dominion over the 
peoples faith; his ambition was only to be 
a helper of their joy? : and that in his diſ- 

courſes he made an appeal to their reaſon 
and judgment ; put them upon proving all 
things, and adviſed them to hold faſt only that 
which they found to be good, by whatever 
hands it was brought to them 4. 

2. THAT this was a true account, may 
be concluded from the collateral teſtimony 
of another perſon, who pen'd the Ads of 
the apoſtles. For St. Luke informs us, that 
immediately after his miraculous converſion 
he adventured into the ſynagogues and con- 
founded the Jews, proving that Feſus is very 
Chriſt .. And that afterwards, at other 
places, he ſpake boldly in the name of the 
Lord Feſuss. We have on record the heads 
of a ſet diſcourſe concerning him, which 
he delivered at Antzoch*, In which he 
proved, that Gop raiſed up unto Iſrael a 
Saviour of the houſe of David, according to 
his promiſe ; that he was oreatly approved of 
God ; that through him he forgiveneſs of 
In is to be preached: - whereupon he ad- 
moniſhed the hearers not to fall into infide- 
lity. 


Pp 2 Cor. i. 24. 4 x Cor. x. 15. 1 Theſ. v. 21. 
7 Adin, 32. © Ver. 27, 29, © Acts xiii. 16—41, 
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lity. At Theſſalonica Paul, as his manner 

was, went in unto the Jews, aſſembled in 

their ſynagogues, and reaſoned with them 

out of the ſcriptures, opening and alledging 

that Chriſt muſt needs have ſuffered and riſen 

again from the dead; and that the Feſus 

whom he preached to them was Chriſt u. And 

when the word had been ſpoken to the 
Jeus too much in vain ; he did not ſtick 

to declare, that Gop had commanded him to 

fignify, that he had ſet his Jon to be a light 

to the Gentiles and for ſalvation to the ends of 

the earth*, The doctrine of repentance from 

dead works, which he addreſſed to the Gen- 

tiles, was greatly recommended by this aw- 

ful principle, the peculiar- diſcovery of the 

goſpel — Gop will judge the world in righte- 

ouſneſs by Chriſt ; of which he hath given aſſur- 

$ ances to all men, in that he hath raiſed him 
| from the dead. And when he was greatly 
| intreated not to adventure himſelf to the 
| mercy of the enraged Fews at Jeruſalem, 
| he replied to thoſe who would have per- 
ſuaded him to ſpare himſelf, I am ready not 
to be bound only, but alſo to die at Jeruſalem, 
for the name of the Lord Feſus*. Indeed 
we find this was the great and darling 
theme of his diſcourſes, wherever he came, 

| to perſons of every character and profeſſion 
| N in 


Acts xvii. 2, 3. x Chap. xiii, 47. Chap. 
i {+ * Chap. xxi. 13. 
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in life ; to his countrymen and to foreigners ; ; 
the Greeks and the Romans. = 

3. THE condition to which he fubmit- - 
ted, was a ſufficient teſtimony that he did 
not carry on finiſter ſelfiſh deſigns ; but was 
diſintereſted, free and ſteadfaſt in further- 
ing the goſpel. 

THAT he did not make it a matter of 
ſecular gain was apparent; when in many ' 
places, but eſpecially at Corinth, his hands | 
miniſtred to his neceſſities, and to them that 
were with him: ſhewing to men how that jo 
labouring they ought to ſupport the weak, re= | 
membring the words of the Lord Jeſus, it | 
is more bleſſed to give than to receive. What 
is it (ſays he to the church there, ſome 
of whoſe members were grown lukewarm 
in their regards to him) where;m ye were [ 
inferior to other churches, except it be that | 
T myſelf was not burdenſome to you? and = 
T will not be fo; for I ſeek not your's but ' 
you Me laboured nmght and day becauſe we ö 
would not be chargeable to any, while we 1 
preached to them the truth of Chriſt ; not 
becauſe we have not power, but to make our- 
ſelves enſamples of induſtry, I make the goſ- 
pel of Chriſt without charge. He did not 
always lay a claim to maintenance while he ö 
preached, as he had authority to do, but in a 
ſome caſes diſpenſed with it, when more ; 

| good might be done by diſpenſing with his 
right, 


2 Acts xx. 35. 22 Cor, xii, 13, 14. © 1 Cor. ix. 18, 
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right, than by inſiſting on it: —for though 
J be free from all men, yet I made myſelf a 
ſervant to all, that I might gain the more. 
Again, 
Tur marks of the Lord Feſus which he 
bare in his body, or the ſufferings he under- 
went for his ſake, which he could have 
eſcaped if he had been leſs faithful and Zea- 
lous in his cauſe, were a full evidence of 
what is declared in the text. The apoſtles 
were ſet forth as men appointed to death; were 
not only hungry, and thirſty, and naked, but 
buffeted and had no certain dwelling- place ; | 
were made as the filth of the world, and the © 
off=ſcouring of all things, for the exerciſe of 
their miniſtry: when if they had never 
engaged in it they might have lived as much 
at eaſe, and had as good a ſhare of temporal 
things, as other men. They were troubled 
on every fide, perplexed, perſecuted, caſt down, 
affronted by the unbelieving Jews and "mY 
tiles; always bearing about in the body the 
dying of the Lord Feſus; akways delivered 
unto death for Feſus ſake ; while life, by 
their means, wrought in their hearers. They 
ſhewed themſelves to be he miniſters of Gop, 
in much patrence, Mictions, diſtreſſes, impri- 
fonments ; in tumults, in watchings, in faſt- 
ings; by diſhonour, ſubmitting to be treated 
as decervers ; to be chaſtened, to be ſorrowful ©. 
Paul received ſtripes above meaſure, was ſtoned, 


ſuffered 


a I. Cor, iv. 9—13. 2 Cor, vi. 4—10, 


_ 


4. @ 9 eurer d. 23 
ſuffered ſhipwreck, was in perils every where; 


y ſea and by land, in Fudea and in Greece, 
in perils among falſe brethren ; in wearineſs 


and painfulneſs for his adherence to the Lord 


Jeſus*, and at length ſurrendered up his 


life for his fake: all which things put to- 
gether, abundantly demonſtrate «3 credibi- 
lity of what he has here affirm'd. 
Ir is now time for me, 


UI. To intimate, That this is a proper 


rule of conduct to the e miniſters of 


Chriſt. 


Ix later ages of the church, when the 


firſt principles of chriſtianity are for the moſt 


part underſtood and believed, Iwill not ſay 
it is neceſſary for us to preach and inſiſt on 
them as /arghy as the firſt propagators of the 
goſpel did : though in an age of light and 
inquiry, and when our faith in the chriſtian 
ſcheme is lampoon'd as ridiculous, it ſeems re- 
quiſite not only that we ſhould ourſelves ſeri- 
ouſly conſider what we believe and why, but 
that we ſhould take occaſion to put the people 
committed to our charge in remembrance of 
the peculiar dgFrines of chriſtianity in their 
Juſt evidence; that they may be able 20 give a 
reaſon of the hope that 1s them to themſelves, 
and to vindicate it from the cavils of thoſe 
who are without. 


AND 
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AND we ought to go on to perfection: 
_ conſidering chriſtianity as a doctrine accord- 
ing to godlineſs, and calculated to render men 
juſt, ſincere and conſcientious towards one 
another, benevolent to friends and to foes, 
humble, and pure, and patient; to give them 
the aſcendant over their appetites, to dif- 
arm their miſchievous paſſions ; to put them 
on doing good and ſuffering evil cheerfully 
and without wearineſs; and to abſtra& their 
minds from the low delights of ſenſe, to 
teach and to excite them to direct their 
views, their higheſt defires, to the world of 
immortality and glory, whither Chriſt our 
fore-runner is gone— Conſidering this, I 
fay, as the great deſign of chriſtianity, our 
diſcourſes ſhould be adapted to it: and 
when they are ſo, on the principles laid 
down in the ſcriptures, eſpecially thoſe of 
the New: Teſtament, we do the thing I now 
refer to — preach Chriſt — whether we make 

uſe of the word fo often as ſome of our 
brethren or not. 1 5 

IF there be occaſion, we muſt rebuke 
ſharply unruly and vain talkers and decervers, 
that they may be found in the faith. But it 
ſhonld be our general rule to /ſhew all meek- 
"neſs to all men*. To be gentle, affable, and 
condeſcending to the capacities and infirmi- 
ties of thoſe to whom we ſpeak in Chriſt. 
We ſhould conſider and treat them as reaſon- 

1 — ® | able 


FREE 0,13  * Chap. W.2, 
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able beings ; perſuaded the word we bandle 
is the moſt reaſonable and good in itſelf, 
ſhould endeavour to approve it to the jude- 
ment and conviction of our hearers, before 
we attempt to engage their affections on the 
ſide of it. | 

As no men fince the apoſtles days have 
been veſted with extraordinary powers from 
_ Chriſt to reveal new truth, or with autbority 
and certainty to explain any part of the 
divine declaration, we ought not to aſſume 
ſuch a power, or to expect that a bold affirm- 
ation ſhould at any time paſs for proof; or 
that our people ſhould tamely bow their 
neck to the dominion the ambitious and 
haughty may without a warrant claim over 
them. How wide from this is the rule 
for ordinary miniſters which we find in 
the ſacred epiſtles! —— Preach the word ; 
reprove, rebuke, exhorf with all long- ſuffer 
ing and brine. Confirm the ſouls of the 
diſciples, and exhort them to continue in the 
faith*, Comfort and charge every one of 
them that they would walk worthy of Gop, 
ſo ſhalt thou be a good miniſter of Feſus 
Chrifs'. In ahctrine ſhewing uncorruptneſs, 
gravity, ſincerity, and ſound ſpeech that can- 
not be condemned; that he who is of the con- 
trary part may be aſhamed". The elders 
ic are "_—_ * wy the _ Peter 15 


a1 Tit, ny, s. | | 
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J exhort, who am alfo an elder and a witneſs 
of the ſufferings of Chriſt ; take the 
overſight of the flock willi ugly, - t as 
being lords over Gop's heritage . If St. 
Paul, though furniſhed with the miracu- 
lous gifts of the Spirit, did not demand a 
blind ſubmiſſion to what he faid, but put 
Pyle upon examining the grounds of it, and 

required their aſſent no further than they 
found thoſe grounds were juſt ; it would be 
highly abſurd in us, who can pretend to 
none of thoſe gifts, to expect ſuch a ſub- 
miſſion to our dictates, or to be diſpleaſed 
if they who hear, take the liberty 70 try 
what we ſay, by an impartial teſt, and to 


judge for themſelves. 


IT is, moreover, the charafter of the 


5 chriſtian biſhop, to be blamleſi, not ſelf-willed, 


not foon angry, not given to filthy lucre, a 
truer of hoſpitality, a lover of good men, pa- 
tient, and not covetous, but an enſampl: to 
tbe fock®, „And in favour of this regulation, 
it may be obſerved, that the whole conſti- 
tution of chriſtianity is of a piece with it. 
Chriſt has faid, my kingdom 10 not of this 
world® ; contrived, not to countenance mens 
ſecular views, but rather to withdraw them 
from their fondneſs for the profits and ho- 
nours of it, the eaſe and luxury of an ani- 


n! life, and to carry their hopes of a re- 


ward 


= 1 Pet. v. I, 2. 0 1 Tim. iii, 2, Sc. John 


Xviil. 30. 
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ward of well-doing beyond this ſenſible 
ſtate into eternity. Good- will to men was 
proclaim'd when this kingdom was about 
to commence : and it is ſuited to ſecure 
their natural rights, to make them happy 
as well as virtuous, and not to bring a 


yoke of bondage upon them. The reverſe of 


which things would be the cafe, if the 
chriſtian miniſtry had an authority or per- 
miſſion from it to preach themſelves, in the. 
manner which has been deſcribed. This 
would be contradictory to the deſign of the 
ſacred office; transform the goſpel into a 


mere ſecular ſcheme to them; and make 


the people ſlaves to their burnour, their am- 
bition, and avarice; ſo that they would 
become rather a curſe than a benefit to 
the church. 


IV. A FEW thoughts by way of im- 
provement, will bring us to the period of 
this diſcourſe. 


1. WE have in the text a proper roll 
of judging who is a true miniſter of Chriſt, 
and who is not; or of terminating the diſ- 
putes concerning this queſtion which have 
been too long kept up with vehemence, 
animoſity and uncharitableneſs. Be 

WHATEVER pretences of a right ſuc- 
ceſfion and conveyance of the office and 
character of a miniſter, down from the 

hands 
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hands of the apoſtles, may be urged ; what- 
ever ſtreſs there may be laid on the form 
of ordination, which is ſuppoſed to be in- 
ſtituted by Chriſt, or by his immedeate 


followers; they cannot be miniſters hon 


the Lord approves, who are negligent of 


the pure doctrine of the goſpel, who coun- 


tenance and abet the innovations made in, 
the corruptions mingled with it by the un- 
inſpired; though combined together in ſy- 


nods and' councils; and though ſuch cor- 


ruptions be impoſed by the ſanctions of a 
human ' legiſlature : or they who, though 
they have no good opinion of thoſe things, 


are forward to aſſume over the judgment 


and conſciences of the laity ; ; with a proud 


and magiſterial air require their aſſent to 
what they tell them; and are more intent 
on ſecuring their own 77ghts and privileges, 
than on doing good to the fouls of men. 
On the other fide, they who proteſt a- 
gainſt theſe things in word and in deed, 
faithfully declare what they think the mind 
of Chriſt, after they have made a ſerious 


ſearch ir it, who aſſert and labour to pro- 


mote his intereſts and glory; who them- 
felves avoid, and aim to guard their hearers 
from all encroachments on the redeemer's 
real honours; who are affable and modeſt 
in their intercourſes with, ſteady and un- 


wearied in their eee to inſtruct, and 


guide, and quicken them, in the way wh * 
be 
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he has mark d out; who bear the infirmi- 
tries of the weak, and don't diſdain to ſerve 
the babes in Chriſt for their good to edifica- 
tion; who ſubmit to ſelf- denial, in very con- 
ſiderable inſtances, in order to maintain the 
purity and the liberty of the goſpel, accord- 
ing to the intention of the great Lord of 
the churches, and the model of things in 
the apoſtolical times — Theſe are preachers 
who, if in ſome meaſure qualified for their 
work, and if they conduct themſelves in it 
with good judgment and integrity, may be 
| ſuppoſed to have their commiſſion from 
him; tho' they don't happen to have the 
multitude, the pomp and the riches of this 
world on their fide, which he has en 
them no encouragement to expect. 
2. Tye ſubject I have now conſidered 
may be improved as an argument of de- 
fence from the clamours and angry cenſures 
brought againſt the miniſtry in general, a- 
gainſt ours in particular. | 
IT is no wonder that they who are fond 
of overturning the whole ſcheme of chri- 
ſtianity, are moſt furious in their aſſaults 
on thoſe who are in the ſacred office; or 
that it is common with them to traduce the 
whole order, as men defirous of power, of 
homage from the people, of temporal advan- 
tage, and to intimate that they thruſt them- 
ſelves into it merely to ſecure theſe ends. 
It were to be wiſh'd that none of the or- 
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der had given occaſion for ſuch dark inſinu- 
ations :\ however, it is unjuſt to draw up 
the accuſation in ſuch general terms; for in 
many caſes, we may be certain, it is with- 
out a foundation. Again, 3 
PROTESTANT diſſenting miniſters have 
been highly accuſed by ſome of their angry 
brethren, as carrying on a ſordid corrupt de- 


ſign under a cloak of ſanctity, as mere hu- 
mouriſts, favourers of ſchiſm and faction, 


wounding the body of Chriſt in order to 


ſerve themſelves, making a good handle of 
the ignorance, the ſuperſtition, and the diſ- 


poſition there is in the people to ſpeak evil 
of dignities. Though, methinks, the charge 


of our embarking in this cauſe for the ſake 


of honour and intereſt in this world, can't 
very well be juſtified to the ſenſes of thoſe 
among whom we live; nor can our 21 
dom be juſtified, if this were the caſe : it 
may rather be ſaid, if a man chooſes to be 
poor and deſpiſed, to be deſpightfully en- 
treated and defam'd by thoſe without, and 
to meet with daily flights and many diſ- 


couragements from thoſe within, let him 


take on him this profeſſion. But let us paſs 
by evil report, cloth'd with the armour of righte= 
ouſneſs ; having this juſt and pleaſing con- 


ſciouſneſs — we never think of inriching or 


exalting ourſelves in this life, in the employ- 
ment to which we are devoted; we count all 


things but toſs for the knowledge of Chriſt 1 ä 
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and that we may be ſome way capable of 
furthering it among men in our reſpective 
ſphere of uſefulneſs, whether it be greater 
or leſs, and of gaining votaries to him and 
his religion in its original ſimplicity and 
beauty. 5 

I nope I can fay for my ſelf, and my 
brethren who are preſent, this is our ſettled 
temper, this our prevailing aim; and that 
we will teach no other dbctrine, holding the 
myſtery of faith in a pure conſcience, tho 
our friends ſhould neglect, though many 
diſown, and our enemies continue to hate us: 
that we are determined, through Chriſt 
ftrengthening us, to fulfil the duties of our 
office impartially, with delight and intrepi- 
dity; looking for our reward in the fu- 
ture ſtate from him who hath called us, 


and which will be proportionable to our 


fidelity, our diſintereſtedneſs, and rational 
zeal in the work which he has given us to 
do. . 
AN p to the people who are under our 
ſtoral care, we may ſay, in the language 
of the apoſtle, receive us; we have wronged 
no man, we have corrupted no man, we have 
defrauded no man”, "Tis your duty to re- 
cerve a true miniſter of Chriſt with all glad- 
neſs, and to hold ſuch in reputation * ; not to 
trample on, or preſcribe to us as the meane/t 
of your ſervants, or to think what you con- 

* 2 Cor, vii. 2. Phil. ii. 29. 
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tribute to our ſupport mere charity. The 
| law of the goſpel teaches you otherwiſe, 
to eſteem us very highly in love for our work 
fake; to communicate to thoſe who reach the 
word in all good things? : and, eſpecially, 
give entertainment to- our meſſage ; be in- 
quiſitive; be humble and ſerious ; be cha- 
ritable, candid and peaceable ; be temperate 
1 in all things; and walk worthy of the Lord, 
I that we may rejoice in obſerving the good 
N effect of our miniſtry among you, and that 
we may all together be preſented before the 
preſence of his glory, in the great day, with 
mutual and encreaſing pleaſure and triumph. 


» Theſ. i. 13. Gal. vi. 6. 
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